
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kennewick Church of Christ 
3926 W. Kennewick Ave.   Kennewick, WA  99336 

509-783-4013 
 
 

Website:  www.kennewickcoc.com Facebook page: Kennewick Church of Christ 
                 Church Email: kencoc@gmail.com 

 

Meeting times: 
Sunday:     Wednesday:     
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am               Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 am 
Sunday Night Worship 6:00 pm 

 
 
 

August 27, 2017 

 

    Attendance 8/20:  73               |       Budget $2000.00    |    Contribution 8/20: $2126.60 

Elders:   
Clarence Botts:  509-521-3344; ccbotts@hotmail.com 
LaVern Engelke: 509-783-6479; vern.engelke@gmail.com 

 
Minister: 
Dustin McCrickard 509-579-9068 

 

Open Congregational meeting – 2nd and 4th Sunday at 5:00 pm. All are welcome. 

 

Christ's Closet  
Free Clothing for anyone in need. Open 
Wednesdays 9:00 – Noon.  

 

Food Pantry 
The pantry is located in the room left of the library. There 
are sacks in the pantry room if you or someone you know 
is in need of any of these items. Feel free to take what you 
need. If you have a donation for the pantry please put it on 
the table in the pantry room. 

 

Peru Ministry 
Support Oscar, Anna Maria, Queca and Tony Woods in 

their outreach in Peru. 

Welcome to the 

Kennewick Church of Christ 

Mountain States Children's 
Home 

Remember to stock up on non-
perishable supplies to bring for the 
children's home collection which takes 
place near the end of March each 

year. Keep this work in your prayers.   

(15)And he said to them, "Go into all the world and proclaim the 

gospel to the whole creation. (16)Whoever believes and is baptized 

will be saved.  Mark 15:15, 16 

Hearing the Gospel 
What one hears can determine what one believes. If he hears error then it is possible that he will believe 

error, especially if he does not search the scriptures and put forth an effort to learn the truth. If he hears the 
truth, then he is most likely to believe the truth. That is why it is so important to hear the pure word of God. 
Paul says, "So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17). Please notice 
the emphasis is upon hearing, but not just hearing anything, rather hearing the word of God, that genuine 
true faith might be the result. 

The question arises as to how one may be sure that his faith is founded upon the word of God. So many 
things are taught in the name of God and so many things are said to come from the pages of the Bible. Many 
of these are contradictory. Therefore, there is division and confusion. So how may one know for sure as to 
whether he has heard the truth or not? The best way is to go to the Bible itself. No person should ever accept 
any man's preaching or teaching as final, no matter how much love and respect he has for him. Our souls are 
too precious and eternity is too long for us to base our faith and our salvation on the words of mere human 
beings. Rather, we should go to the source of the truth and this is the Bible itself. We should read and study it 
and search the scriptures to be sure that we are on the right path. If we are not, then we can correct it. 

Christ said, "You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life, and these are they 
which testify of Me" (John 5:39). Then we read of the people of Berea, after hearing Paul preach: "These 
were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness and 
searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so" (Acts 17:11). Now just think about it! 
Here were people studying the word of God even after Paul had preached to them to see if he was preaching 
the truth. If the people in Paul's day could search the scriptures after his preaching, then how much the more 
should we do the same today after hearing modern day preachers. Wouldn't it be wonderful if everyone did 
this? If this were the case, there would hardly be any religious error and there would be fewer false teachers 
for sure. 

Paul even exhorted a young preacher by the name of Timothy to study God's word. Hear him: "Be diligent 
to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth" (2 Timothy 2:15). Why is it that so many people are ignorant of God's word? Because they have not 
studied the scriptures. Why is it that so many people are deceived in religion? Again, it is because they have 
not studied to know the difference between truth and error. Why is it that so many people are confused about 
the law of Moses and the law of Christ? It is the same problem  -they have not studied and therefore have not 
rightly divided the word of truth. My friends, if the Apostle Paul was exhorting a preacher of the gospel to 
study God's word, don't you think there is a need for you and me to do the same?  -J.C. Choate 

 
 1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many 

false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the spirit of God: Every spirit that 

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God.                   (1 John 4:1,2) 

http://www.kennewickcoc.com/
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Keep these Dates in Minds: 
8/06   First Sunday Potluck 
8/11   Youth Rally 
8/12   Men's Breakfast  -Cancelled 
8/13   Open Congregational Meeting -Cancelled 
8/27   Open Congregational Meeting 5:00p 
9/03   First Sunday Potluck 
9/09   Men's Breakfast and Fellowship 
9/10   Open Congregational Meeting 5:00p 
9/24   Open Congregational Meeting 5:00p 
 
 

 
 

Bible Studies: 
Adult Class (S) –Epistles of John 
                   (W) – Romans - Fellowship Hall 
Youth Classes – Classroom Wing 

Ladies Class – Begins 9/7 10:00a - 11:30a 

Birthdays and Anniversaries for September 

Julia Jesperson - 8/27 
Eddie Petross - 8/28 
Bonnie Simons - 8/28 
Barbara Oldham - 8/31            
Craig & Debbie Bolt -- 9/1 
Dylan Kuhns  --  9/10 
Anna Hopkins  -- 9/14 
Kristy Hickman  --  9/16 
Natasha Lathim  --  9/17 
Jack Danley  --  9/18 
Norm & Barbara Goldsmith  --  9/21 
Marie Frolin  --  9/22 
Eric Slagle  --  9/22 
Laveda Brumfield  --  9/22 
Jerret Hyndshaw  --  9/26 
Dylan Lathim  --  9/30 
 

 
 

Receiving Sinners 
Matthew was a major sinner, and everyone knew it. By the standards of his day, he was unequivocally the 

vilest, most wretched sinner in Capernaum. For one thing, he was a publican, a willing tool of the Roman 
government, employed in the odious task of squeezing tax money out of his own people. Publicans would buy 
franchises from Rome, giving them the right to collect taxes in a certain town or district. By buying into the 
Roman system, Matthew had revealed himself as a traitor to Israel. Nothing in the mind of the Jewish people 
was more offensive. He had hired on to the conquering pagans who held his own people in the bondage of 
oppression, and in doing so established his reputation as the worst kind of turncoat, heretic and renegade. 

Rome required each publican to collect a certain amount of taxes. Anything they got over that they could 
keep. The Roman government, in order to keep their tax collectors happy and productive, supported them in the 
wildest excesses and abuses. They virtually had a free hand to overcharge people and extort whatever they 
could from their countrymen. A shrewd publican could amass a huge fortune in a very little time –all at the 
expense of his own oppressed brethren. Understandably, they were regarded with the utmost contempt by all 
Israel. 

Publicans were so despised by the Jews that they were barred from the synagogues. They were regarded 
as unclean beasts, treated like swine. They could not be witnesses in any court of law because they were not to 
be trusted. They were known as flagrant liars, classified with robbers and murderers. 

Most Jews believed it was wrong to pay taxes to Rome. Looking backward to an Old Testament theocracy, 
they believed only God should receive their money. That is why the Pharisees tested Jesus, attempting to bring 
Him into disfavor with the people by asking Him whether it was right to pay taxes (Matthew 22:15-22). 

Matthew had authority to collect taxes on almost anything. In addition to import and export taxes, he was 
free to assess bridge tolls, harbor fees, and road-use taxes. He could open every package coming along the 
road. He could even open private letters to see if business was being conducted. If so, he could also tax that. 
His office was located at the confluence of two roads, probably right at the north port of the Sea of Galilee. That 
would have put him at a strategic point on the road from Damascus and the Orient, where he could tax everyone 
going east and west. He also could tax the area's highly productive fishing industry. 

Note that Matthew was sitting at the tax table. Some publicans, concerned about their reputations, stayed 
out of the public eye by hiring others to collect taxes for them. But the really brash ones  –the ones who didn't 
care what people thought of them– actually sat at the table themselves, rather than pay someone else to do it. It 
was one thing to be a publican; it was worse to flaunt it. Rabbinical tradition said it was impossible for a man in 
Matthew's position to repent. You can imagine the gasps from the crowd when Jesus stopped before Matthew 
and said to him, "Follow Me." 

Matthew must have been a man under conviction. Deep down in his heart he must have longed to be free 
from his life of sin, and that must have been why he virtually ran to join Christ. He would never have followed 
Jesus on a whim; he would have given up too much. He surely knew what he was getting into. Jesus had 
ministered publicly all over that area; everyone in the vicinity of Capernaum knew who He was and what He 
taught. They saw His miracles, signs, and wonders. Matthew was familiar with Jesus' rigorous demands for 
discipleship (Matthew 8:8-22). He knew what he was signing up for. He had counted the cost and was prepared 
to obey. 

This is the theme of the gospel according to Jesus: He came to call sinners to repentance. 
                    –John F. MacArthur, Jr. 

 

Health Issues: Pam Fox's grandson, Canaco & Eli , Abigail Jones, Karen McBurney, 
Dustin Stecker, Doris Pennington, Betty VanVoorst, Bob Childers, Eddie Petros, 
Darlena Moon, Jack Pinckert Jr., Amanda McCrickard, Sandy Gray, Bill Henniger, 
Savannah and Christian Johnson, Marilyn Foster (Gayle Caldwell's mother), Christy 
Hickman, Joshua Hickman, Gary Bills,  Norm Goldsmith, Tom Gritzen, (In the Military) 
Levi Toombs 
Kaleb McCrickard went back to Seattle for more tests as he has been having more 

trouble related to seizures. Please keep the family in your prayers as they struggle with 
 

In our 
Thoughts 

and 
Prayers 

 

Your light is seen. Your heart is known. 
Your soul is cherished by more people than 
you might imagine. If you knew how many 
others have been touched in wonderful 
ways by you, you would be astonished. If 
you knew how many people feel so much 

for you, you would be shocked. 
You are far more wonderful than you 

think you are. Rest with that. Rest easy 
with that. Breathe again. You are doing 

fine. You're doing great. So relax and love 
yourself today. – Neale Donald Walsch 

his condition and search for answers. 
Joshua Hickman is still in need of prayers as they search for the best path forward for him. 


