
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kennewick Church of Christ 
3926 W. Kennewick Ave.   Kennewick, WA  99336 

509-783-4013 
 
 

Website:  www.kennewickcoc.com Facebook page: Kennewick Church of Christ 
                 Church Email: kencoc@gmail.com 

 

Meeting times: 
Sunday :    Wednesday:     
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am               Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 am 
Sunday Night Worship 6:00 pm 

 
 

 

                 

       When I am Worried, God is My Confidence 
 
     (1) But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel, "Do 
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; You are mine! (2) When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you 
walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn you (Isaiah 43:1-2). 
     When he says, "When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn 
you" what does that remind you of? If you know your Bible, surely it reminds you, like it did me, of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
     Remember? The captive Hebrew princes who wouldn't bow down to Nebuchadnezzar's image, 
and so he threw them into that fiery furnace, and when Nebuchadnezzar managed to look down into 
the furnace, the Bible said, "He didn't see three figures, he saw four." And the fourth one the Bible 
says, "Was like unto the Son of God."  
     The assurance of the omnipresence of God was the one thing that Moses needed at the burning 
bush. "Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, 'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with great judgments" (Ex. 6:6). 
     I'm your source of confidence. David said in Psalm 16:8, "I have set the LORD continually before 
me; Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken." 
     When you're worried, God is your companion, do you know what the benefit of that is? God's 
presence calms. One of the greatest needs in life is to tune into God and to understand the value of 
his presence. 
 
 

December 25, 2016 

 

Attendance 12/18  A.M. Worship: 69   /     Budget: $2000.00     /      Contribution 12/18: $2081.80 
 

 

Elders:   
Clarence Botts:  509-521-3344; ccbotts@hotmail.com 
LaVern Engelke: 509-783-6479; vern.engelke@gmail.com 

 
Deacon:     Minister: 
Ken Merrick: 509-994-7813   Dustin McCrickard 509-579-9068 

 

Open Congregational meeting – 2nd and 4th Sunday at 5:00 pm. All are welcome. 

 

Ladies Hand & Foot Card 
Fellowship: 2nd & 4th Tuesday in 
the Fellowship Hall. Play begins at 

1:00pm. Card Fellowship is 

suspended until January. 

Christ's Closet  
Free Clothing for anyone in need. Open 
Wednesdays 9:00 – Noon.  

 

Please bring men and boys clothing. 
There is a need for any men's clothing. 

 

Food Pantry 
The pantry is located in the room left of the library. There 

are sacks in the pantry room if you or someone you know is 
in need of any of these items. Feel free to take what you 
need. If you have a donation for the pantry please put it on 
the table in the pantry room. 

 

Thursday Morning Ladies 
Bible Class 

10:00 -11:30 am. 

Study is in Acts. 

Women's Fellowship 

OutReach 

Peru Ministry 
Support Oscar, Anna Maria, Queca and Tony Woods in 

their outreach in Peru. 

Welcome to the 

Kennewick Church of Christ 

Mountain States Children's 
Home 

Remember to bring supplies for the 
children's home box. Bring Non- 

Perishable Items. 

 
(1)The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. (2)He makes me to lie down in green pastures. He 
leads me beside the still waters. (3)He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness 
for his name's sake. (4)Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. (5)You prepare a table before 
me, in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. (6) surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever.                            (Psalm 23) 

http://www.kennewickcoc.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parable of the Merciful Father 
     Everyone knows the story. After talking with his father, the younger son takes his share of his inheritance, 
moves far away from home, squanders his money on loose living, gets hungry and decides to go back home. 
He imagines he is not worthy of the father, but maybe he can get a job as a servant. He has carefully 
prepared what he’ll say to his father when he arrives. 
     Meanwhile, the older son has fulfilled his father’s every wish, done whatever he was asked to do, has 
always remained loyal. But when the father throws a party for his errant brother, he becomes angry. He wants 
nothing to do with his father, his brother, any of it. He won’t even come into the house. 
     In reflecting on this parable the archbishop of Olinda wrote, “I pray incessantly for the conversion of the 
older brother. The younger brother has awakened from his life of sin. When will the older brother awaken 
from his life of virtue?” I have never forgotten those words. Both sons are guilty of the same sin: They think 
they are responsible for their own salvation. The younger son thinks he is too bad to receive the mercy of 
God. And the older son thinks he is too good to need it. 
     Both sons mistreat their father. Neither wants to enter the house. Yet the father takes neither one to task. 
He asks neither one to repent. Instead, he loves both sons and offers them his mercy. 
     Remember how the father runs out the front door of his house to welcome his errant son. He hugs and 
kisses him and offers him everything that he is. Then he goes out the back door of his house to talk with his 
older son who refuses to come in. He pleads with him and invites him to be compassionate by offering him 
his mercy. The father says. “My son, you are here with me always; everything I have is yours.” 
When he says, “Everything I have is yours what he means is that everything he is — mercy, compassion, 
love, tenderness, goodness, forgiveness — belongs to his sons as well. 
     The words the father speaks to his older son are the same words the Father speaks to us: “Everything I 
have is yours.” All the mercy, forgiveness, compassion, love, tenderness, goodness that is God is also ours. 
God gives us everything that he is. 
     We do not know the end of the story. We do know that the father loves his sons as each one needs to be 
loved. We are just like those sons. Most us have known ourselves to be the younger son or the older son at 
different periods in our lives. Sometimes we are both sons, even in the same day! God will allow us to be one 
or the other or both if it will help us to know that it is his mercy that saves us. 

Blessed Are . . . The Merciful 
               (Matthew 5:7)  

Mercy involves offering kindness, good will, and forgiveness to others. This is 

another reminder of how different the standards of God’s kingdom are from the 

standards of the world. The world of the first century was a harsh, unforgiving place, and 

mercy was not always considered to be a virtue, because it involved showing favor to 

someone who had done nothing to deserve what was being given. In some ways, our 

world is not so different today. 
But citizens of God’s kingdom are called to be different. As we look around and see 

other people who are struggling or suffering in some way, our response as followers of 

Jesus should be mercy: we are so affected by the sufferings of others that we don’t 

just feel bad for them; we do what we can to help them (cf. Luke 10.25-37). 
Mercy is a characteristic of citizens of God’s kingdom because it is a characteristic of 

God Himself. God shows kindness to us in the blessings He showers upon us each day, 

in His desire to have a relationship with us, and His preparation of an eternal home for 

us. He extends good will to us in that even though we commit sin and separate ourselves 

from Him, He is always willing to take us back and reestablish the relationship (cf. Luke 

15). And God offers us forgiveness for the sins we commit, made possible by the 

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. When we are people of mercy, we imitate God’s own 

nature.         –Luke Dockery 
 
 

 

   

Health Issues: Pam Fox's grandson, Canaco & Eli , Abigail Jones, Karen 
McBurney, Dustin Stecker, Doris Pennington, Betty VanVoorst, Logan 
Johnson (Amanda McCrickard's friend's son), Bob Childers, Eddie Petros, 
Gayle Caldwell, Frank Shaw.  
Need Prayers: Will Crow and his wife 

In the Military:  Levi Toombs 

Hayden Smith, Member of the Richland Church of Christ went home to 
God on Wednesday December 21, 2016. Details will be passed on as 
they become available 

In our 

Thoughts 

and 

Prayers 

Keep these Dates in Minds: 
12/25 Congregational meeting at 5:00p 

cancelled 
12/31 Game Night at 6:00p 
1/1     First Sunday potluck has been 

cancelled for January 
1/14   Men's Breakfast and fellowship 
1/15   Open Congregational Meeting at 5:00p 
1/18   Soup Night 6:00p before Wed Bible 

Study 
1/27   Game Night 6:00p 
1/29   Open Congregational Meeting at 5:00p 
 

Bible Studies: 
Adult Class (S) – Hebrews; (W) – Romans - 
Fellowship Hall 
Young Adults (S, W) – Acts - Spanish Room 
Youth Classes – Classroom Wing 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart prepare him room, 

And Heaven and nature sing, And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 

 
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove. 

The glories of his righteousness 
And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love 

And wonders, and wonders, of his love. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2010.25-37

