
I would have to change religions! 
None of us like change. First, we don't like to admit we have been wrong. Second, we don't like to admit someone 

else may have been right. Third, it is too much trouble. Yet, Jesus said, "Except ye repent, ye shall all in like 
manner perish" (Lk. 13:3). That demands change. There was Nicodemus, as a ruler of the Jews he would be 
expected to oppose Jesus. But, when he came to the Lord, He said, "Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God, for no one can do these signs that thou doest, except God be with him" (Jn.3:2). This admission 
demanded change, and so we see him later as a follower of Jesus (Jn.19:39). Jesus stopped at a well in Samaria, 
and was asked by a Samaritan woman whether the Samaritans or Jews were right in their worship. His reply was 
direct: "Ye worship that which ye know not: we worship that which we know; for salvation is from the Jews" (Jn. 
4:22). Narrow minded or not, that answer demanded change. 

Jesus sent the apostles "to every creature." But, the Jews did not want to change so they opposed and 
persecuted the disciples (Acts 2:38; 4:18; 5:29-40; 7:56-57). Saul, as a Jew, persecuted those who followed Jesus 
Christ (Acts 9:1-4). Later, as a Christian, he suffered the persecution he had dealt out to others (Acts 13:16-39; 
14:19). In preaching to Gentiles, the same opposition became evident (Acts 17:32; 19:21-41). The Jews called the 
followers of Christ a "sect," which implied that they were just another "branch." But, Paul denied it. "After the Way 
which they call a sect, so serve I the God of our fathers" (Acts 24:14). Every follower of Christ of whom we read in 
the Bible had to change religions! That's right. The Jews had to turn from following Moses to follow Jesus (Mt. 
17:5; Col. 2;14-17; etc.) The Gentiles had to turn from idols and unbelief and immorality. But, all had to "change 
religions." 

People are often aghast today when the suggestion is made that they need to change. But, the unbeliever must 
believe (Heb 11:6; Jn 8:24; Rom. 1:16-17; Mk. 16:16). One who has not "obeyed the gospel" (1 Thess. 1:8) must 
obey the Lord (Mt. 7; Heb. 5:9; 1 Pet. 1:22). For one to please god, change is necessary. For who is out of Christ, 
the Lord says, "He that believeth and is baptized into Christ Jesus shall be saved...all we who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death...for ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus. For as many 
of you as were baptized into Christ, did put on Christ" (Mk. 16:16; Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:26,27). Becoming a child of 
God, in Christ, requires change. 

When one is in the wrong religion, a change is needed. At the end of His life, Jesus Christ prayed, "Neither for 
these only do I pray, but for them also that believe on me through their word; but for them also that believe on me 
through their word, that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 
in us, that the world may believe that thou didst sent me" (Jn. 17:20-21). The Lord did not just pray that the apostles 
would get along, but that those who came to believe in Him and were saved by Him would be one as well. The 
reason was simple. So that the world would believe He was the Son of God! That fact may require a change, so 
that believers all come together under the one authority of the Bible and its teaching. This is the clear teaching of 
the scripture, God seeks unity among His children. "That there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfected 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment...Is Christ divided?" (1 Cor. 1:10, 13). The apostle Paul 
reminds us, "There is one body, and one Spirit, even as also ye were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one god and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all" (Eph. 4:4-6). People 
will have to change religions, abandoning myth and tradition to become one in Christ. ~Clem Thurman 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Pantry 

Our food pantry is located in the small room next to the library. Please bring your donations and leave them in 
this room. If you need help or know of anyone who is in need, ask one of the members to assist you. Feel free 
to take what you need. 

Elders:   
Clarence Botts:  509-521-3344; ccbotts@hotmail.com 
LaVern Engelke: 509-783-6479; vern.engelke@gmail.com 
 

Minister: 
Dustin McCrickard 509-579-9068 
 

Open Congregational meeting – 2nd and 4th Sunday at 5:00 pm. All are welcome.  

Kennewick Church of Christ 
3926 W. Kennewick Ave.   Kennewick, WA  99336 

509-783-4013 
 

Website:  www.kennewickcoc.com Facebook page: Kennewick Church of Christ 
                 Church Email: kencoc@gmail.com 

 

Meeting times: 
Sunday:     Wednesday:     
Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am               Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 pm 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 am 
Sunday Night Worship 6:00 pm 

 
 
 

Peru Ministry - Oscar and Anna Maria in Peru. 

July 08, 2018 

 

    Attendance 07/01:  82            |            Budget $2400.33             |         Contribution 07/01:  $ 2771.74 

Welcome to the 

Kennewick Church of Christ 

 Our Ministries 

Mountain States Children's Home  
There is a list of supplies that the children's home would like to receive on the bulletin board at the top of the 
ramp. Some of the personal/ non-perishable items could be collected early and stored in the room next to the 
teachers’ room. Next collection is in August. 

Vacation Bible School – We will not have Vacation Bible School this year 

 

http://www.kennewickcoc.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
  

Keep these Dates in Mind: 
06/24 Open Congregational Meeting 5:00p 
07/08 Open Congregational Meeting 5:00p 
07/22 Open Congregational Meeting 5:00p 
08/05 First Sunday Potluck 
08/12Open Congregational Meeting 5:00p 
08/26 Open Congregational Meeting 5:00p 
 
 
 

 
 

The Bible is Not Optional 
There are many great books authored by men. While these books contribute to man's education, it is not 

mandatory that a person read and study all of them. One book, however, is unique from all others. It is the 
Holy Bible. It is this book that cannot be neglected without eternal consequences. 

The Bible Must be Read and Studied. One will never benefit from the Holy Scriptures if he does not read 
them or have them read to him. The Lord indicted those of His day for not knowing or not practicing the 
demands of the Scriptures. When the Pharisees made false accusations against His disciples, Jesus said, 
"Have ye not read what David did" (Mt. 12:3) and "Have ye not read in the law" (Mt. 12;5)? When the chief 
priests and elders demanded "by what authority" Jesus did the things He did, the Lord said, "Did ye never read 
in the scriptures" (Mt. 21:42)? It is easy to discern that Christ intended for people to read and study the Bible. 
And, God's Word can be understood!   The Scriptures admonish, "Wherefore be ye not unwise, but 
understanding what the will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:17). It is true that people will be lost because of "a lack of 
knowledge" (Hos. 4:6). 

The Bible Must be Believed! There are many who do not read the bible. Something even more tragic, 
however, is the number of people who do read the Bible, but do not believe it. The reason is because of 
preconceived ideals, bias, prejudice, or simply not wanted to accept the truth. The Scriptures assert that "faith 
(belief) cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God (Rom 10:17). Only through the word of God is 
Biblical faith possible, and the Holy Word has been given to us to produce belief. The apostle John recorded, 
"And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But 
these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name. 

The Bible Must be Obeyed! All mankind will either be lost in hell or saved in heaven, and the Bible is the 
book by which people will be judged. Christ warns, "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath 
one that judgeth him; the word that i have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day" (Jn. 12:48). 

Simply professing to love the Lord while rejecting the words of Holy Writ will not save anyone. The Hebrews 
writer could not have been more clear when he said, "and being made perfect, he  became the author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him" (Heb. 5:9). 

The Bible principle of hearing and doing is firmly established. James admonished his hearers, "but be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves" (James 1:22). The Lord Himself said, "He 
that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and he that loveth me shall be loved 
of my Father; and I will love him and will manifest myself to him" (Jn. 14:21). Those who "know not God" and 
those who "obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus (2 Thess. 1:8-9) will be eternally lost. 

The Bible Must be Lived! Many books written by men become popular because they give their approval to 
whatever it is that people enjoy doing. It matters not to one obsessed with the "best seller" list whether or not 
the advice is moral. The Bible, however, demands that people renounce sin and live the Christian life. It is as 
Titus said, "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world" (Titus 2:11-
12). Paul clearly defines one's duty in terms the world would rather not hear: "Prove all things; hold fast that 
which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil" (1 Thess. 5:21-22). 

The Bible is the Source of Authority! The greatest need today is for people to "learn not to go beyond the 
things that are written" (1 Cor. 4:6). We now have "all things that pertain to life and godliness" (2 Pet. 1:3) as 
"the faith...was once for all delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3). As previously stressed, the words that Christ 
has spoken will judge all men (Jn. 12:48). 

Issues (ongoing): Karen McBurney, Bob Childers, Shirley Childers, Amanda McCrickard, 
Kaleb McCrickard, Joshua Hickman, Vern Mast, Sue Aldrich, Lupe Mendoza, Marji Lindholm, 
Bill and Fran Henniger, Pansy Caywood, The Johnson family, The Mendoza family, Helen 
Pierce 
 
Sandi Gray as she continues to recover. She has been moved into rehab in Post Falls Idaho. 
The address is: Rehabilitation Hospital of the Northwest; 3372 E. Jenalan Ave.; Post Falls, ID 
83854, Room 608      

 
Norm Goldsmith fell and broke his hip. He was scheduled for surgery on Thursday to set the break.  
All those who are traveling. 
Bob Childers is not doing well and may be moved from the retirement home where he is to another facility. 
Please keep him in your prayers. Family has asked for assistance in watching him. See Dustin for details. 

      

Kael Botts 7/3 
Bob & Shirley Childers 7/11  
Mailey McCrickard 7/11 
Kaleb McCrickard 7/12 
Marilyn Davis 7/15 
Joshua Hickman 7/15 
Patrick & Kristy Hickman 7/19 
 

 
 

Youth Classes 
Classroom Wing 
Teen Class -  
Teen Room 

Ladies Class –  
Suspended until 
September 

 

19 Your righteousness, O God, reaches the 
high heavens. You who have done great 
things, O God, who is like you? 20You who 
have made me see many troubles and 
calamities will revive me again; from the 
depths of the earth you will bring me up again. 
21You will increase my greatness and comfort 
me again. (Psalm 71:19-21) 

Danny & Shannon Mendoza 7/22 
Alec Minor 7/22 
Jim & Holly Preston 7/22 
Dorothy Bryan 7/27 
Sarah Mendoza 7/28 
Ila Stephens 7/28 
Jeffra Slagle 7/29 
Shaylin Smith 7/29 

 

Adult Class –  
Fellowship Hall 
 (S) –  Mark 
 (W) – Acts 

 

Truth is you know what tomorrow brings,  
there’s not a day ahead you have not seen. 

So, let all things be my life and breath, I want what you want Lord and nothing less. 
When you don’t move the mountains, I’m needing you to move. 

When you don’t part the waves, I wish I could walk through. 
When you don’t give the answer as I cry out to you. 

I will trust, I will trust, I will trust in you. 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries for July 

 

In  
Our 
Prayers 

Bible Studies 

 

Dustin’s brother Austin is going to be here Monday to speak and to discuss his plans to enter the Bear Valley 
Preaching School. Please plan to attend to hear him speak. 
Teen camp is coming at the end of the month. Keep the youth in your prayers as they spend the week learning 
about and worshiping God together. 
 


