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Following the Crowd - A Foolish Philosophy

“When 40 million people believe in a dumb idea, it is still a dumb idea.” I’m not sure who said it, but you have

to admit it’s catchy…and right. While not as brash, the Bible speaks of this truth quite a bit. Think about it.

Genesis 6-8 details the destruction of the world via a global flood, and while stressing a particular point about

that tragic (but Divinely just) event, Peter observes that only eight souls were spared (cf. 1 Pet. 3:20). How often

do we really think about that? Out of the world’s entire population—which some estimate to have been at least

seven billion people—less than ten individuals survived! What happened? The overwhelming majority decided

to ignore the preaching of Noah. A rather bad idea, wouldn’t you say? Also, there are other examples.

Numbers 13-14 tells of the evil and faithless report of the ten spies. While Joshua and Caleb sought to ignite

confidence and hope in the people (based on the power and promises of a trustworthy God), the inspired record

portrays “all the congregation” and “all the children of Israel” crying, weeping, murmuring, and attempting to

murder the two faithful spies who refused to go along with the majority. What was the result of the majority’s

behavior? At first, God was going to smite the nation with a pestilence and disinherit them (Num. 14:12). After

the intercession of Moses, however, God ruled that everyone from twenty years old and upward was prohibited

from entering the Promised Land (14:29). Over the next forty years, their carcasses would fall in the wilderness

in which they were destined to aimlessly wander. But again, this is not the last account of individuals foolishly

following a crowd to do evil.

In the New Testament, we read of a man named Pilate who yielded to the majority. As the Roman procurator

of Judea, this official had the means and authority to free Jesus from his enraged enemies. The Bible is clear

regarding his personal judgment of the legal standing of Jesus. Upon his initial examination of the Christ, he told

the chief priests and the people, “I find no fault in this man” (Lk. 23:4). After seeing Jesus for the second time,

the governor proclaimed, Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that perverts the people: and behold, I,

having examined him before you, have found no fault in this man touching those things whereof ye accuse him:

no, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of death is done unto him (Lk.23:14-15).

The crowds went on to reject Pilate’s offer to chastise Jesus and to refuse the release of Christ over

Barabbas. Still, the procurator announced a third time, “Why, what evil hath he done? I have found no cause of

death in him: I will therefore chastise him and let him go” (Lk. 23:22). Because the voices of the mob were

insistent, demanding, and loud, Pilate surrendered to the majority—even though he knew the decision to be

wrong.

Of course, other examples and precepts exist in God’s Word that demonstrate the folly of conforming to the

crowd. Counting heads is not the standard by which we measure the validity of a belief system, principle, or

practice. The sole and supreme standard is the New Testament Law of Jesus Christ (cf. Matt. 28:18; Jn. 12:48).

Let us diligently study it and appropriately apply it! ~Preston Silcox

December 22, 2018

Elders:  
Clarence Botts:  509-521-3344; ccbotts@hotmail.com

LaVern Engelke: 509-783-6479; vern.engelke@gmail.com

Minister:

Dustin McCrickard 509-579-9068

Open Congregational meeting – 2nd Sunday at 5:00 pm. All are welcome. 

Attendance 12/14:  63      |            Budget $2400.33             |         Contribution 12/14  $2241.00

How do I worship God
I Pray to Him!

Just as children go to their physical parents to ask for the things they need, and to thank them for
their love and care, God's children naturally want to talk to Him. We are taught, “Pray without
ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). This means that throughout the day the Christian should have his
thoughts attuned to God and to open communication with Him.

The last evening Jesus was with His followers before His crucifixion, they sang a hymn together
(Matthew 28:30). In the public assembly of Christians, prayer is part of our worship of God. “Be
anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6).

When thankfulness is part of our prayer, faith is strengthened by the reminder of what God has
done for us in the past. ~The Voice of Truth International, Vol 48

Early in the morning will I seek you Lord

http://www.kennewickcoc.com/


Overcoming the Obstacles We Face

Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you

into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give

you the crown of life. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes

shall not be hurt by the second death” (Revelation 2:10-11).

As Christians we are told we are going to have trials in this life. In fact, we are told to count it all joy when we

face various trials (James 1:2-4). However, do you ever get tired of the trials you face in this life? Do you find

yourself getting weary of having to overcome the various obstacles before you?

Jesus understands that it is tempting for us to become weary of having to overcome the various challenges

before us as Christians (cf. Hebrews 4:15). As the opening passage above indicates, Jesus understood the

trials the church at Smyrna faced and was encouraging them to “overcome” (Revelations 2:8, 10-11). While the

book of Revelation can be a challenging book to understand, its core message is not. The main message of the

book is that blessings await those who “overcome”!

The apostle John was told by Jesus to write the things which Jesus revealed to him and send it to the seven

churches in the prce of Asia (Revelation 1:11). Each of these churches had obstacles to overcome. Some, such

as the church ovinat Smyrna and Philadelphia were struggling with persecutions from the outside (cf. Revelation

2:9-10; 3:8-9). Others, such as the church at Pergamos and Thyatira, were struggling with needing to combat

false teaching which had infiltrated the church (Revelation 2:14-16; 2:20-23). Then again, there were others,

such as the church at Ephesus, Sardis, and Laodicea, that were struggling with inward conflicts such as losing

their love for Christ, becoming lukewarm in their service to Christ, and even becoming spiritually dead (cf.

Revelation 2:4; 3:15-17; 2:1-2). The apostle John himself had his own challenges to face as he had been

arrested and placed on the island of Patmos for holding to the Word of God (Revelation 1:9). Just as every

Christian in those churches faced challenges, so we too face obstacles which we need to overcome.

However, not only does Jesus tell these Christians that they have obstacles to overcome and that many of

them need to repent of sins which they have committed (cf. Revelation 2:5, 16, 22; 3:3, 19), but He encourages

all of them that great blessings await those who overcome. He says, “To him who overcomes I will give to eat of

the tree of life…” (Revelation 2:7). Jesus adds, “He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death”

(Revelation 2:11). Again, He states, “To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat…”

(Revelation 2:17). Moreover, Jesus notes, “And he who overcomes, and keeps My words until the end, to him I

will give power over the nations” (Revelation 2:26). Then, he adds, “He who overcomes shall be clothed in white

garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life, but I will confess his name before My Father

and before His angels” (Revelation 3:5). Again, Jesus states, “He who overcomes I will make him a pillar in the

temple of My God…” (Revelation 3:12). Finally, he says, “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on

My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne” (Revelation 3:21).

It is tempting to become weary as we daily face trials. However, I rejoice that as I go through these trials,

Jesus encourages me by promising me great blessings if I will overcome.

~Susquehanna Church of Christ, daily Devotional

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart” 

(Galatians 6:9). 

Bill & Linda Lafferty 12/24
Hannah Minor 1/5
Linda Lafferty 1/8
Gayle Caldwell 1/12
Holden Minor 1/15
Henry Walker 1/18
Larry Moore 1/19

01/06 First Sunday Potluck

01/12  Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship

01/13  Open Congregation Meeting 5:00p

01/16  Soup Night (Tentative)

02/03 First Sunday Potluck

02/09  Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship

02/10  Open Congregation Meeting 5:00p

02/20  Soup Night (Tentative)

Therefore, since we have been justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have
also obtained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in
hope of the glory of God. Romans 5:1,2

Bible Studies

Adult Bible Classes

Sunday AM – Galatians

Wednesday – Acts 1-12

Mary Beth Walker 1/22
Shirley Childers 1/24
Eddie & Eunice Petross 1/24
Loretta Slettene 1/26
Mary Lewis 1/27
Casey Berry 1/28
Hannah Mendoza 1/29
Nadine Mohr 1/19

Keep These Dates in Mind January Birthdays and Anniversaries

Youth Classes
Classroom Wing
Teen Class -
Teen Room

Ladies Class
Will Resume 
again in January
(Date to be 
determined)

In Our

Prayers

Issues (ongoing): Karen McBurney, Bob Childers, Shirley Childers, Amanda

McCrickard, Kaleb McCrickard, Joshua Hickman, Vern Mast, Sue Aldrich, Lupe Mendoza,

Marji Lindholm, The Johnson family, Brent Bryant, Marilyn Davis, Randy Hargus, Eunice

Petros

Melinda Botts, Bob Childers, Sandi Gray, Tami Pennington, Mary Beth Walker and

Bill Henniger as they continue to recover

Bill Henniger appears to be doing much better and healing. Let’s give thanks for that.

Keep all those who are traveling during the holiday season in your prayers that they go and come back home 

safely.

Danele Chapman Jean was buried  with Christ in baptism last Sunday morning. Keep her in your prayers and 

encourage her  as she starts her new life in Christ.

Our Ministries

Mountain States Children's Home 
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 

unstained from the world. (James 1:27)

Peru Ministry – Oscar and Anna Maria in Peru

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the son and of the Holy Spirit

Food Pantry - Our food pantry is located in the small room next to the library. 

“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed.” (Proverbs 19:17)

Austin and Kennadie McCrickard – Bear Valley Bible Institute

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 

for building up the body of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-12)


